
8:00 - 8:30  Registration 
8:30 - 8:40  Introduction and Welcoming Remarks 
   by Ronald A. Simkins, PhD 
   by S. Pirzada Sattar, MD 
8:40 - 9:00  Respect for Religious Preferences 
   by Judith Lee Kissell, PhD 
     The ethical perspective of why it is important, not 
     only to recognize the religious rights of other persons, 
     but to also respect these differences in positives ways in 
     our professional relationships and in our practices. 
9:00 - 9:10  Panel Response 
9:10 - 9:30  What is the Problem? 
   By S. Pirzada Sattar, MD 
     The discovery of the issue in the clinical setting. How 
     this issue affects clinical practice. 
9:30 - 9:50  The Pharmaceutical Issues 
    by Michael Makoid, PhD 
     Why and how the process of manufacturing pharmaceuticals 
     involves animal products. What are the alternatives for 
     medications. What the patient should know. 
9:50 - 10:00  Panel Response 
10:00 - 10:15  Break 
10:15 - 10:50  Religious Perspectives on Medications Containing 
Animal Products 
Religious Speakers: 
 Rabbi Jonathan Gross, 
      Beth Israel Synagogue 
 Saaib Al-Shehadat, MD, 
      Islamic Center of Omaha 
 Tehmina Zeb, 
      Islamic Speaker’s Bureau of Nebraska 
 Sanjay P. Singh, MD, 
      Hindu Temple 
     Historical perspectives on attitudes toward animal products; 
     pastoral advice in life-threatening and non-life-threatening 
    situations. 
10:50 - 11:00  Panel Response 
11:00 – 11:20  Respect for Religious Beliefs and the Clinician-
Patient Relationship 
 by Syed M. Mohiuddin, MD  
     How clinicians should approach the issues of the religious 
     beliefs of their patients.  Why this issue is critical to the 
     clinician-patient relationship.  How issues should be handled. 
11:20 - 11:30  Panel Response 
11:30 - 12:00  Audience Participation 
        by S. Pirzada Sattar, MD 
12:00  Evaluation and Adjournment 

When Taking Medication is a Sin: 
Religious Traditions and the 

Presence of Animal 
Products in Medications 

Friday, November 4, 2005 
8:30 a.m. to Noon  

Boys Town National Research 
Hospital Auditorium 
555 North 30th Street 

Omaha, NE 68131 
Call for information: 402-280-2017 

http://chpe.creighton.edu 
http://www.justiceandhealth.org 
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Center for Health Policy and Ethics 
2500 California Plaza 
Omaha, NE 68178 

Presented by Creighton University and 

Center for Health 
Policy and Ethics 

Schedule 



CUMC Center for Health Policy and Ethics 
Creighton University’s Kripke Center for the Study of 
Religion and Society 
Creighton University Medical Center: 
     - Department of Psychiatry 
     - School of Pharmacy and Health Professions 
     - Continuing Medical Education Division  
Omaha VA Medical Center 
Nebraska Counseling Association 
Special thanks to Robert Woods Johnson Foundation for 
their support of Dr. Sattar’s work. 

Judith Lee Kissell, PhD 
     CUMC, Center for Health Policy and Ethics 
S. Pirzada Sattar, MD 
     CUMC, Department of Psychiatry, 
     Omaha VA Medical Center 

Archana Chatterjee, MD, PhD, CUMC, Department of Pediatrics 
Alekha Dash, PhD 
     CUMC, School of Pharmacy and Health Professions 
Lyn (Evelyn) M. Hall, RNC, APRN 
     Neonatal Clinical Nurse Specialist & Neonatal Nurse  
     Practitioner, The Nebraska Medical Center 
Prasad Padala, MD, Hindu Temple  
Members of the Conference Faculty 

Participants will be able to: 

1. explain why the manufacturing process of medications 
requires the presence of animal products; 

2. discuss the importance of understanding the religious 
traditions of the patient to the clinician-patient relationship; 

3. integrate into the consent process they currently use, as 
clinicians and as researchers, the issue of whether patients have 
a religiously-based objection to animal products in medications; 

4. discuss with their patients alternatives to the use of 
medications containing animal products and ways of obtaining 
counseling about their religious beliefs in relationship to the 
need for such alternatives. 

Judith Lee Kissell, PhD 
     CUMC, Center for Health Policy and Ethics 
Michael Makoid, PhD 
     CUMC, School of Pharmacy and Health Professions 
Syed M. Mohiuddin, MD 
     CUMC, Cardiac Center 
S. Pirzada Sattar, MD 
     CUMC, Department of Psychiatry, 
     Omaha VA Medical Center 
Religious Speakers: 
     Rabbi Jonathan Gross, Beth Israel Synagogue 
     Saaib Al-Shehadat, MD, Islamic Center of Omaha 
     Tehmina Zeb, Islamic Speaker’s Bureau of Nebraska 
     Sanjay P. Singh, MD, Hindu Temple 
 

Conference Planning Committee 

Please sign in at the door if seeking continuing education credit. 

Anyone not signed in will not be issued credit. 

The Creighton University Medical Center designates this 

educational activity for a maximum of 3.5 category 1 credits 

toward the AMA Physician's Recognition Award.  Each 

physician should claim only those credits that he/she actually 

spent in the activity. 

 

AAPA accepts AMA category 1 credit for the PRA from 

organizations accredited by ACCME. Counselors, therapists, 

and psychologists are responsible for certification. 

 

Nursing contact hours have been applied for through Creighton 

University Medical Center and are pending. Creighton 

University Medical Center is an approved provider of 

continuing nursing education by the Nebraska Nurses 

Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses 

Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 

The Creighton University School of Medicine is accredited by 

the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to 

provide continuing medical education for physicians. 

For more Information, please contact: 

CUMC Continuing Medical Education Division, 402-280-1830 

http://medicine.creighton.edu/medschool/cme/default.html 

Conference Faculty 

Judith Lee Kissell, PhD; S. Pirzada Sattar, MD; Sally C. O’Neill, 
PhD; Alekha Dash, PhD; Michael Makoid, PhD; Lyn (Evelyn) M. 
Hall, RNC, APRN; Browyn Gaines; and Helen Shew 

Objectives 

Course Directors 

Additional Information 
Parking for non-Creighton guests is provided at the hospital 
visitors’ lot directly north of the hospital. Use hospital valet 
parking if mobility impaired. 

Continuing Education Credits When Taking Medication is a Sin: Religious Traditions and the 
Presence of Animal Products in Medications 

The cultural backgrounds of patients cared for by health care professionals in the United States is becoming increasingly broad and 

varied.  In keeping with our tradition of respecting the religious beliefs of other persons, it is important that caregivers familiarize 

themselves with the ever-widening range of cultures and beliefs of the persons whom they work to heal.  Illness is in many respects and 

for many persons a spiritual event. This discussion of the presence of animal products in medications opens the door to a more 

comprehensive understanding of and respect for the religious beliefs and values of those to whom we are pledged to provide care. 

Sponsors 

Panel Members 

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Advanced registration not required. 


